[Case report: obstacles in pain therapy--is pain relief always achievable?].
No patient needs to have pain? Providing the best possible pain relief is as challenging for the anaesthesiologist as it is necessary for the patient's quality of life. The WHO algorithm allows sufficient and satisfactory treatment of 90 % of all cancer patients. This case report describes alternatives to the WHO algorithm for the remaining 10 % of cases. The alternatives concern opioid rotation, intravenous administration, and neuroaxial application. Indications for these alternative strategies are either opiod-insensitive incidental pain or neuropathic pain. Procedure and complications are discussed with the reader.